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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

North Adams City Council Finance Committee meeting April 5, 2021 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 

Chair statement for virtual meetings 

Committee Members Bona, Wilkinson, and Blackmer all present. Other Councilors: Councilors Lamb and 
Oleskiewicz. Others: Angie Ellison, Administrative Officer 

Council Paper 11,826 An Ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams 
regarding the various fees established in the City Code which was postponed at the meeting of November 
10, 2020 

There was a discussion of where this paper went. It was originally proposed in November 2019. COVID hit which 
slowed things down but there were meetings and the paper was referred to the Administrative Officer to send to 
departments for their feedback. 

We are looking for a plan of action on how to attack the 269 fees.  

One concern is that fees reflect the cost to provide the service. Some fees may be obsolete, need to be raised or 
stay the same.  

Councilor Bona thought that the Council Committees that cover a specific area should meet with the appropriate 
department heads and review the fees under the work of their committees. He used the example that the Public 
Services Committee and how many of the fees are under those departments and he, as Chair, would take on the 
fees that fall under those departments. Public Safety has a chunk of the fees under their purview. For example the 
“Gun Club” and fines and would be referred to them. 

The cemetery fees were also discussed and it was decided to send them to Public Service and then to the 
Cemetery Commission or hold a joint meeting. 

The finance committee will take on the rest of the fees and permits, many of which involve inspection services. 
We will ask Mr. Meranti to attend those meetings. 

Councilor Wilkinson asked about a Water/ Sewer Enterprise fund.  

Councilor Bona asked if Ms. Ellison could add a column to the spreadsheet that would reflect the date of the last 
update, so that as we work on these, we will know when things changed in one glance. She agreed. 

There were questions about the Fire Department billing non-residents for their responses to an accident. 

Councilor Bona motioned to adjourn at 7:06 PM, Councilor Wilkinson 2nd. All in Favor. 

Councilor Lisa Blackmer 
Finance Committee Chairperson 
 
 



 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 
Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 

Communication # Subject Date 

90 Fee schedule updates November 12, 2019 

 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 
Submitted for your consideration is an Ordinance making various amendments to the Revised 
Ordinances of the City of North Adams relative to the various fees established in the city code.  
 
These amendments incorporate both recommended changes to the fee schedule, and replacement 
of the references in the Code with a single fee table, similar to the updated zoning table recently 
adopted by the Council. 
 
I request Council approval of the enclosed Ordinance as presented. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 
Mayor 
 
TWB/me 


